ACT
BRIDEGROOM [shaking her]: I asked you if you saw them! Have they
passed through here?
BEGGAR WOMAN [energetically]^b. Theyhaven'tpassed; but they're
coming from the hill. Don't you hear them?
BRIDEGROOM: No.
BEGGAR WOMAN: Do you know the road?
BRIDEGROOM: I'll go, whatever it's like!
BEGGAR WOMAN: I'll go along with you. I know this country,
BRIDEGROOM [impatiently]: Well, let's go! Which way?
BEGGAR WOMAN [dramatically]: This way!
[They go rapidly out. Two violins, which represent the forest, are heard
distantly. The WOOD CUTTERS return. They have their axes on their
shoulders. They move slowly among the tree trunks.]
FIRST WOODCUTTER:
O rising death!
Death among the great leaves.
SECOND WOODCUTTER:
Don't open the gush of blood!
FIRST WOODCUTTER:
O lonely death!
Death among the dried leaves.
THIRD WOODCUTTER:
Don't lay flowers over the wedding!
SECOND WOODCUTTER:
O sad death!
Leave for their love a green branch.
FIRST WOODCUTTER:
O evil death!
Leave for their love a branch of green!
iTheygo out while they are talking. LEONAR
LEONARDO:
Hush!
BRIDE:
From here I'll go on alone.
You go now! I want you to turn back.
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